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Objective.– The Fowler syndrome is the first cause of urine retention in young
women. Its treatment is difficult and uncodified, only the progress of neuro-
urology proves to be effective. The objective of this study is to evaluate the
TENS effect in the treatment of this pathology.
Patients and methods.– This study includes 10 patients suffering of Fowler
syndrome. All these patients were treated with TENS facing the S3. The
protocol adopted included one application of half an hour in each session, twice
a day, five days a week. All our patients were checked one and three months
after.
Results.– The average age was 25 years (19–33 years). The dysuria was the
principal symptom. Four patients did the auto-urinary catheter. The urodynamic
exploration showed an increase of urethral closing pressure with bad relaxation
voiding. The abdominal ultrasound showed a polycystic kidney disease in four
patients, no upper urinary tract impact in all patients.
Disappearance of symptomatology was found in 9 patients who stopped the
auto-urinary catheter. The results in one month remained stable.
Discussion.– The first results of sacral TENS stimulation are encouraging in
patients with Fowler syndrome. This technique represents an alternative of auto-
urinary catheter, dilatation, reeducation, injection of botulinium toxin and
neuromodulation.
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Objective.– Percutaneous posterior tibial nerve electrostimulation (PTNS) is an
effective treatment of Overactive Bladder syndrome (OAB). Its efficiency has
been demonstrated in acute [1] and chronic [2] on detrusor overactivity. In
clinical practice, some patients had an objective improvement of OAB without
simultaneous improvement of motor urodynamic parameters. The aim was to
study the acute effect of PTNS on first need to void during the filling phase of a
cystometry in patients with OAB.
Patients and methods.– Forty-three patients with OAB were included (31
women; mean age 55.6 years). A first cystometry at 50 ml/min, as
recommended by ICS, was performed with notification of the need to void,
followed by a second cystometry during posterior tibial nerve stimulation using
an adhesive surface electrode on the right ankle skin (continuous mode at 10 Hz
frequency and 150 microseconds wide). Volumes at the first need to void (B1),
first involuntary detrusor contraction and maximum cystometric capacity were
recorded.
Results.– During the first cystometry, 32 patients had detrusor overactivity.
Mean volume at B1 on first cystometry was 123.6 ml [12–241] and it was
Troubles ve´sicosphincte´riens (I) / Revue d’E´pide´me376150.1 ml [24–379] during posterior tibial nerve stimulation. Posterior tibial
nerve stimulation was associated with significant improvement in first need to
void volume (P = 0.048). Concerning patients with detrusor overactivity, mean
volume at first involuntary detrusor contraction was 149.5 ml versus 166.9 ml
during stimulation (P = 0.017).
Discussion.– The neuromodulation of the micturition reflex allowed by
posterior tibial nerve stimulation remains unclear. One of the different
mechanisms is an improvement of motor parameters. The second hypothesis is a
modification of sensitive afferent pathway. Our study shows a significant
improvement in sensory parameters collected on cystometry during posterior
tibial nerve stimulation.
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Introduction.– The kinetic of early urinary disorders after human spinal cord
injury is still unclear, given the technical difficulties related to the investigations
in acute care rooms. The objectives of this study were to determine the nature
and timing of onset of clinical and urodynamic disorders in patients with SCI
from the acute phase and for 6 months, and to evaluate their correlation with
urinary neurotrophic and inflammatory markers, as suggested by animal studies
but not demonstrated in humans.
Patients and methods.– One paraplegic and 7 tetraplegic patients (4 ASIA A, 3
ASIA B, 1 ASIA D) were followed from neurotraumatologic admission. The
primary assessment criteria were the amount of urine loss, the occurrence of
hypertony or neurogenic detrusor overactivity. Assessment visits were weekly
during the first 6 weeks post-trauma, then W8, W12 and W24, and included:
clinical neurological and neuroperineal examinations, cystomanotry and urine
samples for the determination of inflammatory and neurotrophic markers: NGF,
PGE2, IL-6 and tryptase.
Results.– Five patients developed detrusor overactivity (DO) during the first
6 months: one at 6 weeks post-trauma, one at W8, 2 at W12 and one at S24. Of
these, four reported the occurrence of leakage either before or simultaneously.
The study of urinary markers showed no correlation with the clinical and
urodynamic parameters in this study.
Discussion.– Despite the small number of patients included, due to the
constraints of the protocol, the heterogeneity of individual evolutions shows the
difficulty of a group analysis. The descriptive results show that in some patients
the DO appears very early, possibly before the second month, and it tends to be
